
Hezekiah - Faith to Overcome

Building Faith in Desperate Times
Class 3 - Living by Principle
Reading: 2 Kings 18:1-15
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Series goal: to come to know Hezekiah as a friend and brother, 
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Sup’l:

We live by principle, not results.
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Instead, we give the tools for change.
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Israel’s Fall

Only a few in Israel had been willing to humble themselves.

2 Kings 17:22-23 “they departed not from them”

Hosea 8:5-6 “Thy calf, O Samaria”

Three years after Hezekiah’s passover:

2 Kings 18:9-10 - “And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Hezekiah, 
which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that 
Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria, and besieged it. And at 
the end of three years they took it: even in the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is 
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8 years later, they would find out that, indeed, it was.
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Hoshea became his servant, and gave him presents. And the king of Assyria 
found conspiracy in Hoshea: for he had sent messengers to So king of Egypt, 
and brought no present to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year : 
therefore the king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison.”

ֶעֶבד H5650 2 Kings 16:7 They had been in the same position!
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“The officials, nobles and people of Ekron, who had thrown Padi, their 
king, bound by...oath and curse of Assyria, into fetters of iron and had 
given him over to Hezekiah the Jew,––he kept him in confinement like 
an enemy...I drew near to Ekron and slew the governors and nobles who 
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around the city.…Padi, their king, I brought out of Jerusalem, set him on 
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“The officials, nobles and people of Ekron, who had thrown Padi, their 
king, bound by...oath and curse of Assyria, into fetters of iron and had 
given him over to Hezekiah the Jew,––he kept him in confinement like 
an enemy...I drew near to Ekron and slew the governors and nobles who 
had committed sin (that is, rebelled), and hung their bodies on stakes 
around the city.…Padi, their king, I brought out of Jerusalem, set him on 
the royal throne over them and imposed upon him my kingly tribute.” 
Sennacherib, King of Assyria; The Oriental Prism; Column 2:73-77; 
translated by James Henry Breasted; http://oi.uchicago.edu/pdf/oip2.pdf  

Sennacherib wrote about Ekron, another of the Philistine cities:

He took over Philistia and forced Hezekiah to hand over their king.

Then, he turned towards Judah.

“As for Hezekiah, the Jew, who did not submit to my yoke...The cities of his, 
which I had despoiled, I cut off from his land and to…Padi, king of Ekron, 

and Silli-bel king of Gaza, I gave. And (thus) I diminished his land. I added to 
the former tribute, and laid upon him the giving (up) of their land (as well 

as) imposts––gifts for my majesty.” 
Sennacherib, King of Assyria; The Oriental Prism; Column 3:18-19, 31-38; 
translated by James Henry Breasted; http://oi.uchicago.edu/pdf/oip2.pdf  

By the time that Sennacherib entered into Judah, Padi was king again.

2 Kings 18:13

And, notice that this is the point at which Hezekiah surrendered.

http://oi.uchicago.edu/pdf/oip2.pdf
http://oi.uchicago.edu/pdf/oip2.pdf
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“A final factor in the effectiveness of the Assyrian military machine was its 
ability to create a climate of terror as an instrument of warfare...The aim 
of the Assyrians was to encourage their enemies to surrender quickly 
rather than face a series of atrocities...King Ashurnasirpal II...wrote: ‘I fixed 
up a pile of corpses in front of the city’s gate. I flayed the nobles, as many 
as had rebelled, and spread their skins out on the piles...I flayed many 
within my land and spread their skins out on the walls.’ Note that this 
policy of extreme cruelty to prisoners was not used against all enemies 
but was reserved primarily for those who were already part of the empire 
and then rebelled against Assyrian rule.” 
Jackson Spielvogel; Western Civilization: Volume A: To 1500; pg. 41-42
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The PeopleThe people hadn’t made a permanent change.

Deuteronomy 28:49, 52 “throughout all thy land”

The Assyrians were coming because of the people’s wickedness!
The people were total hypocrites.
In reality, they were full of wickedness.
Isaiah 24:5-6 Isaiah 27:10-11
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But God was teaching Hezekiah to live by principle, not results.

He wants us to learn the same.

He wants us to acknowledge that we don’t control the results.

We still don’t know why Hezekiah backed down.

1 - The Assyrians were brutal and frightening

2 - The people hadn’t really changed

And instead, surrender our will to Him in living by principle.



Do we really believe?


