
Hezekiah - Faith to Overcome

Building Faith in Desperate Times
Class 4 - Making Preparations
Reading: 2 Chronicles 32:1-8
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- Strengthening the Defenses
- Encouraging Words
- A Covenant with Death

2 - Dedication and Passover
3 - Living by Principle

4 - Making Preparations

Class Outline
5 - Sick unto Death

6 - The Author of Faith

Class Lessons:
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Series goal: to come to know Hezekiah as a friend and brother, 
and to learn how to overcome. 
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Passover Deliverance

2 Chronicles 30:6-9 “so shall they come again”

God had saved them from Egypt!

They needed to see Yahweh as their source of true life.

And they did, for a time.

But, they quickly tried to find hope in other sources.
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The people of Haggai’s day

Abraham and Sarah

Rebekah and Jacob

David and Goliath Nehemiah and the wall Esther and Ahasuerus

Balance

So often, life is about balancing principles.

1 - Recognize that Yahweh is the answer to the problems.

2 - But, with that in mind, act within God’s principles to do what you can!

Making defenses was a good idea. The problem was their trust in them.

Work, but trust Work, but don’t trust

Hezekiah
the people
the priests
the princes
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Building the Defenses

This characterized their attitude from the beginning of the invasion!

2 Kings 18:10 “three years” cp. 2 Kings 10:1-2

Hosea 8:14 “hath multiplied fenced cities”

If Samaria alone took 
three years, how long 
would all Judah take?

Perhaps they would be okay.

And thus began their thoughts that they could solve their own problems…
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The Power of Scripture

2 Chronicles 32:8 - “And the people rested themselves upon the words of 
Hezekiah king of Judah.”

For a time, the people believed.
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But life isn’t that easy. People change quickly. And confidence is fleeting.

Suddenly, the faithful king was struck with a deadly illness.

Isaiah 53:4 “smitten of God”

Was God angry with Hezekiah?
Had Hezekiah sinned?
Were his words untrue?

So, here was the situation:

2 Kings 18:13 - “Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did 
Sennacherib king of Assyria come up against all the fenced cities of Judah, 
and took them.”

“As for Hezekiah, the Jew, who did not submit to my yoke, 46 of his 
strong, walled cities, as well as the small cities in their neighborhood, which 
were without number,––by leveling with battering-rams (?) and by bringing 
up siege-engines (?), by attacking and storming on foot, by mines, tunnels 
and breaches (?), I besieged and took (those cities). 200,150 people, great 
and small, male and female, horses, mules, asses, camels, cattle and sheep, 
without number, I brought away from them and counted as spoil.”
The Oriental Prism; Column 3:18-31

1 - Sennacherib was mowing over the cities of Judah.
2 - Hezekiah, who claimed that God would save them, was struck by God.

And Hezekiah was dying.
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In fact, those two-faced men were perhaps more involved…

Isaiah 28:15-16 - “Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, 
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Standing Alone

While the rest of the nation rejoiced in sin’s victory, a faithful man was dying.

It was all very similar to something that would take place centuries later.

- Rejected by the nation’s princes
- Stood alone against sin

- Confronted death in the process
- Yet, there would be a miraculous resurrection





The situation originally looked hopeless.



The situation originally looked hopeless.

But then it got even worse.



The situation originally looked hopeless.

And while God sometimes makes it look even more hopeless…

But then it got even worse.



The situation originally looked hopeless.

And while God sometimes makes it look even more hopeless…

…He’s looking to see if we will turn solely to Him.

But then it got even worse.



The situation originally looked hopeless.

And while God sometimes makes it look even more hopeless…

…He’s looking to see if we will turn solely to Him.

Because only God has the answers.

But then it got even worse.



The situation originally looked hopeless.

And while God sometimes makes it look even more hopeless…

…He’s looking to see if we will turn solely to Him.

Because only God has the answers.

But then it got even worse.

But do we believe that?


